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BOOK NOTE
The Good Society. By Hugh Evander Willis. New York: Vantage
Press, 1958. Pp. 642. $7.50
Evolution is but a means through which the intelligence of God is
operating, and thus is irreversibly progressive and dominated by a
finality or goal, yet the means for the attainment of that goal have
not been rigidly fixed. Man has personal liberty, and, to a certain
extent, can transcend nature; but he cannot transcend the creation of
life, nor cause the abolition of death. Physically, man has probably
evolved about as far as he can go; intellectually, specific individuals
have attained the ultimate goal, and the race as a whole has made
some progress towards it; but morally, very little progress has been
made. What is the goal of moral evolution? The "good society'-an
ideal universal social order on earth; and the best plan for attainment
of this "society" is through a combination of law and the religion of
Jesus (not a religion "about" Jesus as it is being taught today). Is
there any possibility that the human race will ever acquire the "good
society"? Yes, if the four great factors for human progress-family,
education, government, and religion are reformed.
In brief, this is the main theme of The Good Society, whose author,
Hugh Willis, has had a distinguished career as a professor of law,
writer and lecturer. In this book, Professor Willis builds his case in a
true legalistic fashion, and once his basic propositions are accepted,
it is difficult to arrive at any conclusions other than those he expresses.
A weakness of the book is its length. Few laymen (for whom it was
apparently written) will take the time to follow the author through
his simple but overlong discussion of the many troublesome questions
which have bothered humanity for hundreds of years. Yet to avoid a
distorting misemphasis, the book should be read in its entirety.

